Speakers Document

Nina Simon
Keynote Speaker - 5 November
Revisioning relevance: how to build greater community
relevance
Nina Simon is the founder of non-profit organisation
OF/BY/FOR ALL, an Ashoka fellow, and a former
museum director.
She is the author of two books, The Participatory
Museum, and The Art of Relevance. Her work has been
shared in the Wall Street Journal, New York Times,
NPR, and TEDx.

Vyla Rollins
Keynote Speaker - 12 November
Adaptive Governance: exploring the dynamics of how
Boards respond to today’s world.
Vyla Rollins is a Organisational Psychologist and has
worked as a strategic organisational effectiveness
consultant in Europe for over 30 years. She is currently
the Executive Director of the London Business School
Leadership Institute and a Custom Programme
Director in the School's Executive Education
Department.
She also advises on, as well as develops, individual,
team, organisational, and Board Effectiveness
interventions, and has a specific interest in the area of
board development and systemic organisational
change.

Damian Hebron
Panel Chair - 19 November
Damian Hebron is the Programme Manager, Social
Health at Nesta and a Clore Leadership Fellow.
Prior to Nesta, Damian combined two roles as Head of
Arts at Cambridge University Hospitals and Director of
the London Arts in Health Forum. He has worked in arts
and social engagement for 20 years.
He is also a trustee of Magic Me - an intergenerational
arts charity, and a Board member of 64 Million Artists.

Sir John Tusa
Keynote Speaker - 26 November
Sir John Tusa is a broadcaster, writer, arts manager
and former Chair of Clore Leadership.
He is the co-chairman of the European Union Youth
Orchestra and was formerly the managing director of
the BBC World Service and the Barbican Arts Centre.
He is also a writer whose books include Pain in the Arts
and Making a Noise: Getting it Right, Getting it Wrong in
Life, the Arts and Broadcasting. His latest book is On
Board: The Insider’s Guide to Surviving Life in the
Boardroom.

Roly Keating
Closing Remarks - 26 November
Roly Keating has been Chief Executive of the British
Library since September 2012. Roly joined the Library
after a long and successful career as a programmemaker and broadcasting executive at the BBC, where
he launched the digital channel BBC Four in 2002,
before moving on to become Controller of BBC Two
and Director of Archive Content, with editorial
oversight of the BBC's online services including BBC
iPlayer.
Roly is a member of the board of Channel 4 and a
Trustee of the Clore Leadership Programme. He
chairs the Conference of European National Librarians
and the Steering Committee for the 5-year AHRCfunded research programme Towards a National
Collection.

Tom Spurgin
Provocation Speaker - 5 November
Tom Spurgin is the Audience Development Manager at
Philharmonia Orchestra.
He is a diversity champion, cultural democracy
advocate and RSA Fellow.Tom is the Project lead for
The Virtual Orchestra, the Philharmonia’s major
audience development project working across the
Orchestra’s UK residencies to break-down barriers to
accessing orchestral music.
He is also Co-Chair of Philharmonia Orchestra’s
Equality & Diversity Action Group.

Andrew Barnett
Provocation Speaker - 5 November
Andrew Barnett is the Director of the UK Branch of the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation.
He is chair of trustees of the Church Urban Fund, and a
trustee of the Association of Charitable Foundations.
For eight years, Andrew was also senior independent
member of Healthwatch England. He also served as
chair of DV8 Physical Theatre and of Space Studios.
Andrew previously held senior roles at the Joseph
Rowntree Foundation, HSBC Banking Group and the
Arts Council of England.

Hilary Jennings
Provocation Speaker - 5 November
Hilary Jennings is a freelance consultant working
across the creative & cultural sector in project
management, facilitation, coaching and mentoring. She
is part-time Director of the Happy Museum Project
which re-imagines the role of museums focusing on
the wellbeing of people, place and planet.
She has worked as an Associate of the Clore
Leadership and Cultural Leadership Programmes and
is facilitator of the Extend Leadership Programme.

Judith Miller
Provocation Speaker - 12 November
Judith Miller is a Fellow of the ICAEW and partner at
Sayer Vincent. Sayer Vincent is an accountancy firm
exclusively serving registered charities and social
purpose organisations. Judith trained and qualified
with KPMG, working for them in the UK and Germany.
Judith is an experienced trainer and facilitator and
designs bespoke development days for clients, as well
as speaking at conferences and leading our client
seminars. She has been a trustee of a range of
charities over the last 15 years, included a grant
maker, health and social care provider and is currently
on the board of a sector infrastructure body.

Alan Lane
Provocation Speaker - 12 November
Alan Lane is Artistic Director of Slung Low directing
most of their work over the last decade including
projects with the Barbican, the RSC, The Almeida, West
Yorkshire Playhouse, Liverpool Everyman, Sheffield
Theatres, Singapore Arts Festival and the Lowry.
Alan has directed in places as wide ranging as the
National Theatre of Croatia, a sari shop in Manchester,
Buckingham Palace and in a village in Purulia,
Southern India. He was the Artistic Director for the
National Commemoration of the Centenary of the
Battle of the Somme on 1st July 2016: a ceremony with
a people’s theatre company of 450.

Sophie Lewis
Provocation Speaker - 12 November
Sophie joined National Children's Orchestras in 2018
as Managing Director to oversee a period of
substantial organisational change and development.
Sophie is responsible for the strategic development
and overall management of the charity.
Sophie held previous roles at Welsh National Opera,
Arts Council England and English National Opera and
was a Director of the Association of British Orchestras
and Trustee of Presteigne Festival as well as an
international jury member for Classical Next. She
currently serves on the Advisory Committee for Music
Mark, representing the UK's National Youth Music
Organisations.

Andrew Miller
Panel Speaker - 19 November
Andrew Miller has been raising the profile of disability
throughout his 30-year career in the UK’s cultural
industries. Andrew is a National Council member of
both Arts Council England and The Arts Council of
Wales, where he chairs the Disability Advisory Group
and Equalities Committee respectively, a trustee of
Welsh National Opera and also previously, digital arts
agency The Space.
Andrew is the UK Government’s first Disability
Champion for Arts & Culture. In 2020 he co-founded
the UK Disability Arts Alliance,
#WeShallNotBeRemoved to support disabled artists
and organisations through and after Covid-19.

Chiara Badiali
Panel Speaker - 19 November
Chiara joined Julie's Bicycle in 2012 and works across
all programmes and events, including leading on the
Intelligent Energy Europe-funded EE MUSIC: upscaling
energy efficiency in the music event industry (20132016), contributing to publications including the
'Creative Climate Census' and 'IFACCA D’Art Report
34b: an International Overview of cultural policy on
environmental sustainability', and co-designing the
international Julie's Bicycle Creative Climate Leadership
professional development programme.
Chiara holds a degree in Natural Sciences/History and
Philosophy of Science from the University of
Cambridge and has previously worked for music and
arts festivals.

Vicki Amedume
Panel Speaker - 19 November
Vicki Amedume is Artistic Director and CEO of Upswing
and Associate Director at The New Vic Theatre. She
initially trained as a research scientist, entering the
circus world in 1997. She founded Upswing to bring
new artists and experiences to the stage, to tell new
stories in extraordinary ways, amplifying and
celebrating the skills, creative talents and stories of
diverse artists and communities.
Outside of her work at Upswing and The New Vic, Vicki
has offered her consulting expertise in aerial direction
to numerous arts organisations including The National
Theatre, Royal Exchange and the National Theatre of
Scotland. Vicki is a 2016/17 Clore Fellow and Chair of
the The Baring Foundation Arts Committee.

Anna Lowe
Keynote Response - 26 November
Anna Lowe is CoFounder of Smartify, the world’s most
downloaded museum app used by millions to discover
and learn about art. Smartify works with museums,
galleries and collectors internationally and has won
numerous awards including the 2019 UN World
Summit Award for Culture and Tourism; Most
Innovative App at the Mobile World Congress 2018 and
three Webby Awards.
In 2019 Anna was appointed a Trustee of the Tate,
making her the youngest ever trustee of a UK national
museum. Previously, Anna worked as arts officer for
the London Borough of Camden and producer at the
National Museum of Fine Art, Argentina.

Matt Wilde
Provocation Speaker - 26 November
Matt Wilde is a Manchester-based musician, producer
and founding Director of Blaze; a youth-led charity that
aims to develop the next generation of creative
producers. Matt is a Trustee on the board of
pioneering music charity Brighter Sound and the
international concert venue Bridgewater Hall.

Tatum Swithenbank
Provocation Speaker - 26 November
Tatum Swithenbank is a Roundhouse Young Trustee,
pioneering for equality within society and the arts.
Tatum is a presenter, producer and accessibility
advocate.
You can find her recent work on BBC sounds, exploring
creativity and disability.

